Fun Ideas for Communications Committees

Program Ideas

· “For Dummies” series—Create programs, with or without special speakers, with subjects like “Conversation Skills for Dummies,” “Nonverbal Communication for Dummies,” or “Communicating Across the Generations for Dummies.” Putting some fun into your program will make it memorable and more fun!
· Altrusa New Year Party—Have a new year’s celebration on June 1 (or the first Saturday in the new Club year) to welcome new officers and go over your goals. As an ice-breaker, have members write down all the dates that are important to them in the coming year: besides birthdays, encourage them to let you in on their kids’ graduations, big days at work, their wedding anniversary—anything they know the date for. Then, secretly assign someone to send a greeting on each day appropriate to the occasion.
· President’s Scrapbook Party—Host a party to help put together the President’s Scrapbook. It can be either at the beginning (for the outgoing president) or the end of the year (for your current president). Your Committee buys supplies, gathers photos and other memorabilia, sets up a work area, and provides for snacks. Then invite everyone to come!

· Organization idea: Make a list of the pages you want to include ahead of time, then either draw at random or let members choose the pages they’d like to create. Make sure everyone signs their pages!

· Finishing touch: Do a special “Thank You” page on which all members can write a special note to your president.

· Finishing touch, part 2: Wrap the book with a big Altrusa-blue bow and present it to your president with much flair at the next meeting. Be sure to pass it around!
· Variations on the theme: Try this idea to create your Club Display for District Conference! (See the award criteria on the Communications CD!)
· ___________________________________________________________

· ___________________________________________________________
· ___________________________________________________________
· ___________________________________________________________
Newsletter Ideas

· Create a “Challenge of the Month” column, where you challenge members to bring a guest to the next meeting, to raise $100 for your annual fund-raising drive, to bring school supplies for the latest project, to submit their favorite Altrusa memory to the newsletter, to submit baby photos for publication, or anything else you can think of. Give each member who meets the challenge a star or a point, etc., then keep a tally in the newsletter!

· Create a “How Can You Help” column, in which members like the Service Chair, Fund-Raising Chair, or anyone submits needs for project supplies, donor ideas, potential member names, or warm bodies at a project, so members know exactly how they can be of service this month.

· ___________________________________________________________

· ___________________________________________________________
· ___________________________________________________________
· ___________________________________________________________
Unique Ways to Communicate With Your Members
· Send free e-cards (see Hallmark.com) to members for any number of reasons:

· Individuals on their birthdays, anniversaries, etc.

· All members on occasions like Add an Altrusan Day.

· Congratulations to new board members or Conference delegates on their election.

· Encouragement for someone who needs a lift.

· Kudos for a great program or project chair upon the completion of the meeting or project.

· Check out Evite.com, where you can create a special web site and an e-mail distribution list for ANY event, including:

· Club meetings and membership events (you can forward the invitations to prospects, and they can accept the invitation right then!)

· Fund-raising events

· ___________________________________________________________

· ___________________________________________________________
· ___________________________________________________________
· ___________________________________________________________
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