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ALTRUSA GRACE 

 
For this food before us spread, 

For our steps in safety led, 
For Thy favor on our way, 

Lord, accept our thanks today. 
 
  
 

ALTRUSA COLLECT 
 

Our heavenly Father, Surrounded by blessings, May we learn to bless; 
Reaping the fruits of patriotism, May we love our country more; 

Members of a world-wide community 
May we cherish our neighbors everywhere; 

Grateful to Thee, May we show our gratitude  
By efficiency and service. 

 
 
 

ALTRUSA BENEDICTION 
 

May we go forth with high ideals  
To greet our fellow man, 

Be true to all Altrusa aims  
Until we meet again. 

 
 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America 
and to the Republic for which it stands, 

one Nation under God,  
indivisible,  

with liberty and justice for all. 
 
 
 

TEXAS PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

Honor the Texas flag; 
I pledge allegiance to thee, Texas, 

one and indivisible. 
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OUR 2009 INTERNATIONAL REPRESENTATIVE 
 

      
                    

Doris K. Kowalski 
District Six 

Altrusa International, Inc. of Galesburg, IL 
 
 
A member of Altrusa International, Inc. of Galesburg, Illinois, Doris is currently serving 
her second term as President.  She first served as President from 1993-95; her current 
term is 2007-2009.  Doris has held a variety of local Club offices and Committee 
Chairmanships.  Doris served as Governor of District Six in 2003-2005. She continues 
to serve on the District level as Chair of New Club Building and as a workshop 
presenter at Conference.  Doris has served the International organization twice as a 
member of the Convention Elections Committee.  
 
Doris is employed by OSF Holy Family Medical Center (Monmouth, IL) as Director of 
the Care Ethics Department/Patient Safety Officer, overseeing Quality/Safety, 
Compliance, Internal Audit, Risk, Patient Satisfaction, Case Management, and Social 
Service activities.   
 
An active member of the Galesburg community, Doris is currently a Committee 
Chairperson for the OSF St. Mary Medical Center Foundation Ball.  She is a proud 
member of the Galesburg High School Marching Streaks Band Boosters and is 
presently serving as Secretary. 
 
Doris resides in Galesburg with her husband Dick, son Sterling (GHS Junior and Drum 
Major for the Marching Streaks), and Sheltie, Star.  She enjoys traveling, theatre, music, 
and is an avid reader.   
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ALTRUSA INTERNATIONAL, INC. 
2007-2009 Biennium 

 “Embracing the World” 
 

OFFICERS 

 
President  Zaida Perez-Mendez 

San Sebastian, PR 
 
President-Elect  Donna C. Johnson 

Hawthorne, FL 
 
Vice President  Dona M. Garretson 
   Grand Junction, CO  
 

Treasurer Kathy G. Jackson 
 Cincinnati, OH 
 
 Immediate Past  Linda Nichols 
 President    Austin, TX 
 

 

  

Directors:  Patsy Flensborg, District Two 
   Regina Lawson, District Four 
   Doris K. Kowalski, District Six 
   Betty Absheer, District Eight 
   Sheryl Borden, District Ten 
   Ilona Kerby, District Twelve 
   Lizzette M. Ocasio-Campbell, District Fourteen 
 
 

ALTRUSA INTERNATIONAL FOUNDATION BOARD 
 

 
Chair     Margaret S.  Lee  

  Marion, OH 
 
Vice Chair/Development  Mary C. Cannon  
Committee Vice Chair      Sandy Springs, GA 
 
Finance  Committee   Cynthia A. Buxton 
Vice Chair/Education/   Glen Cove, NY  
Marketing Committee 
Chair   
 
Grants Committee   Jane E. Riehl 
Chair     Jeffersonville, IN 
 
Finance Committee   Nancy S. Taylor 
Chair  Clovis, NM 
 

 
Immediate Past  Debbie Mabry 
Chair/Development Temple, TX 
Committee Chair   
 
Secretary/Treasurer Regina Baras 

Chicago, IL 
 
Ex-Officio Association Donna C. Johnson 
Representative   Hawthorne, FL 
 
Legal Advisor  Martha Hardwick Hofmeister 

Dallas, TX 
 

 

HEADQUARTERS STAFF 

 
 
Executive Director Regina A. Baras 
   
Associate Executive  
Director Thomas Euler 

 
Executive Assistant Nancy Chase 

 
Director of 
Member Services Tanika Wilson 
 
Membership Associate William Howard 
 
Foundation Administrator Josie Lucente 
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ALTRUSA INTERNATIONAL, INC. 
2007-2009 Biennium 

“Embracing the World” 
 

COMMITTEES 

 
Service Program 
Development  
Cynthia R. Schad, Chair 
   Ocala, FL 
Mary Hanzel, Vice Chair 
   Green Bay, WI 
 
Nominating Committee 
Scottie Harrell, Chair 
   Kingsport, TN 
Sandy Labonte 
   York, ME 
Berthenia Cromwell 
   Norfolk, VA 
Phyllis M. Syers 
   South Bend, IN 
Melva Hill 
   Greenville, TX 

Communications 
Susan Swanton, Chair 
   Biddeford, ME 
Pam Hayes, Vice Chair 
   Auckland, NZ 

 
Membership Development 
Sylvia Ng, Chair 
   Arroyo Grande, CA 
George M. Patterson, Vice         
   Chair, Shreveport, LA 
 
Long Range Strategic 
Planning Committee 
Sheila P. Sanders, Chair 
   Boaz, AL 
Sheree Bennett 
   Artesia, NM 
Nancy J. Ely 
   LaVerne, CA 
M. Martha Woody 
   Martinsville, VA 

Leadership Development 
and Training 
Carolyn Rash, Chair 
   Garland, TX  
Bradford T. Williams, Vice   
   Chair, Vancouver, WA 
 
Clubs-at-Large 
Carol Latham, Chair 
   Anaheim, CA 
Sandy Labonte 
    York, ME 
Evelyne Hendrix 
     Corvallis, OR 
 
ASTRA 
Pilar Rodriguez Torres, Chair 
   San Sebastian, PR 
Kathleen Rechsteiner, Vice       
    Chair, Green Bay, WI 

 
 

 
SPECIAL APPOINTMENTS 

 
Bylaws, Resolutions  
& Recommendations 
Jackie Stenger, Chair 
   Tacoma, WA 
 

Legal Advisor 
Patricia A. Woodward 
   Warrentown, VA 

Parliamentarian 
Elizabeth M. Stivers 
   Naples, FL 
 
 
United Nations Representative 
Audrey Braver 
   Long Island City, NY 

United Nations Alternate 
Representatives 
Julie J. Harrison-Kleszczeweski 
   New York, NY 
Carole Lancaster 
   New York, NY 

 

 
 

    Altrusa International Long Range Strategic Plan Goals 
 

 Show a positive membership growth. 
 

 Increase the quality of life through growth in service. 
 

 Achieve recognition as a major positive influence in our communities. 
 

 Provide opportunities for personal development, lifelong learning and  
networking. 
 

 Maintain sufficient organizational and financial resources to support  
programs and objectives. 
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DISTRICT NINE MISSION STATEMENT 
 

District Nine, Altrusa International, Inc., provides guidance in 
leadership development and direction for membership growth; 

promotes club service projects, fundraising, and the strengthening of 
activities that will enhance the Altrusa image throughout the district; 

and encourages new club development across Texas. 
 

              Adopted April 2007 

 
 
 
 

DISTRICT NINE VISION STATEMENT 

 
Altrusans providing leadership and service to communities 

throughout Texas. 
              Adopted March 2001 

      

 
 

 
FUTURE CONFERENCES 

 
April 9 – 11, 2010 Lubbock 

April 15 -17, 2011  Downtown Dallas 
 
 
 

RIBBON IDENTIFICATION 

 
Purple  ….. Past International President 

Orange ….. International Representative 
Dark Blue ….. District Officer or Committee Chair 
Sky Blue ….. District Committee Member 
Lavender ….. Past Governor 

Green ….. Delegate 
Yellow ….. Alternate 

Pink ….. First Timer 
Red ….. Perfect Attendance 

White 
Fuschia 

….. 
….. 

Host Club Member 
Affiliate Member 

Lime ….. Guest 
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DISTRICT NINE 2007-2009 BIENNIUM GOALS 

Leaders in Service 

ñFocus on Our Futureò 

 
 
Service 

 Encourage all clubs in District Nine to submit entries for each International Award:  
Mamie L. Bass Service, Letha H. Brown Literacy, Dr. Nina Fay Calhoun International 
Relations. 

 Encourage every club to evaluate their service projects annually. 

 Increase the number of ASTRA clubs by two. 

 Encourage all clubs to participate in Make A Difference Day. 

 Encourage all clubs to have an ABC Book Box in place by 2009. 
 
Membership Growth 

 Research areas in Texas where extension and New Club Building might be successful, 
with the hope of adding three new clubs by 2009. 

 Encourage clubs under charter to reach charter strength, and reward them with a Party 
Box to celebrate this accomplishment. 

 Encourage members to look at the world around them through “Altrusa Glasses”, 
reaching out to those in view, to increase membership by 10%. 

 
Image 

 Develop and implement a plan to “get the word out” about Altrusa across Texas. 

 Encourage every Altrusan to develop an “Altrusa Elevator Speech” to use when telling 
others about Altrusa. 

 Encourage clubs to submit news stories to local publications, media outlets, and News 
of Mighty Ninth. 

 Encourage clubs to find a fundraiser or project that their community will 
associate/identify with Altrusa. 

 
Member Benefits 

 Continue to include at least one personal/professional growth session at District 
Conference or Fall Event. 

 Continue to find and utilize more efficient and cost effective methods in all areas. 
 
Organization 

 Encourage each club in District Nine to develop and implement, or to continue to 
implement and monitor, its strategic plan. 

 Encourage club presidents to share the information received in their president’s mailing 
with club members. 
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2007ï2009 DISTRICT NINE  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

                     

                                
      Brenda Tucker       Kathy Folley              LaVone Arthur         Beth McPherson 
          Governor                Governor-Elect             First Vice Governor    Second Vice Governor 
 dbtucker@cableone.net       folleyk@wilsonart.com       lavone.arthur@baylorhealth.edu          bethelene@tx.rr.com 
 
 
 
 

        
         Bonnie Perry                 Jodi Picardat        Laura Trainor 
           Treasurer     Director             Director 
    bnperry@aol.com             jodipicardat@austin.rr.com           lauratrainor@verizon.net 
 
 
 

        
         Carolyn Rash            Beth Miller         Martha Hardwick Hofmeister 
  Immediate Past Governor                         Secretary         Parliamentarian 
             crash@jcpenney.com            kbmiller@centramedia.net          mhardwick@shacklaw.net 

mailto:folleyk@wilsonart.com
mailto:lavone.arthur@baylorhealth.edu
mailto:bethelene@tx.rr.com
mailto:bnperry@aol.com
mailto:jodipicardat@austin.rr.com
mailto:lauratrainor@verizon.net
mailto:crash@jcpenney.com
mailto:kbmiller@centramedia.net
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DISTRICT NINE 
ALTRUSA INTERNATIONAL, INC. 

2007-2009 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
Governor     Brenda Tucker, Pampa 
Governor-Elect    Kathy Folley, Temple 
First Vice Governor   LaVone Arthur, Downtown Dallas 
Second Vice Governor    Beth McPherson, Dallas 
Treasurer    Bonnie Perry, Richardson 
Director     Jodi Picardat, Austin 
Director     Laura Trainor, Garland 
Immediate Past Governor  Carolyn Rash, Dallas 
Secretary    Beth Miller, Pampa 
Parliamentarian    Martha Hardwick Hofmeister, Downtown Dallas 

 

COMMITTEES 
 

Program Coordinator . . . . . . . . . . . . . LaVone Arthur, Downtown Dallas 

 
   Bylaws, Resolutions & Recommendations 

Martha Hardwick Hofmeister, Downtown 
Dallas, Chair 
Belva Gibson, Denton   
Frances Maloney, Dallas 

 
   Communications Committee 
   Chair/Public Relations Coordinator 

   Beth McPherson, Dallas 
   Newsletter Coordinator 
       Mimi Tanner, Richardson 
   Yearbook Coordinator 

   Sharon M. Tramonte, San Antonio 
   Web Site Coordinator 
    Paula Jo Amschler, Dallas 
   News of Mighty Ninth Editor 
    Susie Stephenson, Dallas 
   Members:  Linda Pavona, DFW 
     Maggie Radford, Downtown Dallas 
 
   Finance Committee 
    Bonnie Perry, Richardson, Chair 
    Kathy Folley, Temple 
    Carolyn Rash, Dallas 

   Leslie Thompson, Lubbock  
   Brenda Tucker, Pampa 

 
   Finances/Fundraising Committee 

   Mary Black Pearson, Temple, Chair 
   Judie Ridley, The Brazos 
 

   Foundation Liaison 
   Melva Hill, Greenville 
 

 
 

Leadership Training Committee 
 Kathleen Dow, Waco, Chair 
 Stephanie Frick, Borger  
 Michelle May O’Neil, Dallas 
 Chris Tolbert, Temple 
 
Long Range Strategic Planning Committee 

Kathy Folley, Temple, Chair 
LaVone Arthur, Downtown Dallas 
Beth McPherson, Dallas 
Beth Miller, Pampa 

 
Membership Development Committee 
 Kathaleen Bauer, Downtown Dallas, Chair 
 Angela Franklin, Greenville 
 Delouris Wages, Arlington 
 Lisa Kennon, Denton 
  
New Club Building 
 Laura Trainor, Garland, Chair 
 Ruth Rios, SW Dallas County 
 Cathy Landry, Temple 
 
Service Committee 
 Jodi Picardat, Austin, Chair 
Mamie L. Bass Coordinator 

Terry Lechler, The Brazos 
Letha H. Brown/Governor’s Literacy Coordinator 
 Cheryl Russell, Nacogdoches 
Dr. Nina Fay Calhoun International Relations 

Angela Clark, Wichita Falls 
 

ASTRA 
Sylvia  Zamora, Houston, Chair 
Jan Lavendar, Texarkana 
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PAST DISTRICT GOVERNORS 
 

(Old District Seven and District Nine Since 1932) 
*Dr. Nina Fay Calhoun, Dallas, TX   1932-1934 
*Ethel Claxton, Houston, TX    1934-1936 
*Katherine Neville, Oklahoma City, OK   1936-1938 
*Nancy Nettles, Shreveport, LA    1938-1940 
*Martha Kirten, Little Rock, AR    1940-1942 
*Mary Jo Popplewell, Beaumont, TX    1942-1944 
*Fay Robin Morgan, Oklahoma City, OK   1944-1946 
*Lolla Peterson, Austin, TX    1946-1948 
*Willie Walker, Texarkana, TX   1948-1950 
*Bernice McGee, Fort Worth, TX   1950-1952 
*Drury Key, Shreveport, LA     1952-1954 
*Pauline Hoeltzet, Little Rock, AR      1954- Apr, 1956 
 

(Redistricting 1956) 
*Anita Christlieb, Mexico City, Mexico (Interim)     Apr-Oct 1956 
*Edith DeBusk, Dallas, TX     1956-1958 
*Anita Christlieb, Mexico City, Mexico   1958-1960 
*Joella Terrill Butler, Wichita Falls, TX  1960-1962 
*Etta Jane Butler, Houston, TX   1962-1964 
*Helen Hooker, Abilene, TX    1964-1966 
*Aileen Aiken, Dallas, TX    1966-1968 
*Judge Carol Haberman Knight-Sheen,  1968-1970 
     San Antonio, TX  
*Irene T. Hurst, Temple, TX    1970-1972 
Martha Jane McGee, Corpus Christi, TX   1972-1974 
Marjorie Cave, Oak Cliff, TX    1974-1976 
*Fayrene Biro, Odessa, TX    1976-1978 
Virginia Morriss, Sherman, TX    1978-1980 
Geraldine Eidson, Fort Worth, TX    1980-1982 
Sue Powell, Dallas, TX    1982-1984 
Glyndene Shelton-Seitz, Pampa, TX   1984-1986 
Linnette Scagliola, Lufkin, TX    1986-1988 
Fran McDonald, Fort Worth, TX   1988-1990 
Betty Lawson, Dallas, TX    1990-1992 
Sandra Smith, Arlington, TX    1992-1994 
Linda Nichols, Austin, TX    1994-1997 
Debbie Mabry, Temple, TX    1997-1999 

  Peggy Sturrock, Abilene, TX    1999-2001 
  Mary Osentowski, Richardson, TX   2001-2003 
  Martha Hardwick Hofmeister,    2003-2005 

     Downtown Dallas, TX  
Carolyn Rash, Dallas, TX    2005-2007 

 
 
 

* Deceased 



  - 11 - 

AWARDS COMMITTEES 
 
 
 

Linda Nichols Foundation Contribution Awards 
Altrusa International Foundation, Inc. 
Melva Hill, Greenville, Foundation Liaison 

 

Dr. Nina Fay Calhoun 
International Relations Award 

Angela Clark, Wichita Falls, Coordinator  
Judges: 

Audrey Lightsey, Teacher 
Rena Shaffer, Manager, Oil & Gas Company 

Galyia Watters, Teacher 
 

Edith DeBusk President's Award 
Carolyn Rash, Dallas, Chair 
Mary Osentowski, Richardson 

Sandra Smith, Arlington 
Peggy Sturrock, The Big Country 

 

Letha H. Brown/Governorsô Literacy Award 
Cheryl Russell, Nacogdoches, Coordinator 

Judges: 
Nancy Batzloff, Nurse Anesthetist 

Ann Borque, Counselor 
Carol Brightwell, Teacher, Retired 

 

Joella Terrill Butler Membership Award 
Kathaleen K. Bauer, Downtown Dallas, Chair 

 

Mamie L. Bass Service Award 
Terry Lechler, The Brazos, Coordinator 

Judges: 
Linda Freeto, Associate Pastor 

Donna McKethan, Career and Technology Education 
Nancy Neill, Director of Resource Development 

 

Communications Awards 
Mimi Tanner, Richardson, Newsletter Coordinator 

Sharon M. Tramonte, San Antonio, Yearbook Coordinator 
Paula Jo Amschler, Dallas, Web Coordinator 

 

Perfect Attendance Awards 
Based on 2007 - 2008 club year 

Beth Miller, District Secretary 
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CONFERENCE RULES 
District Nine, Altrusa International, Inc. 

April 17 - 19, 2009,  Killeen, Texas 

 
1.  The Conference shall open and close promptly as scheduled. 

2.  Delegates shall be in their chairs in the Assembly Room at least five minutes prior to the 
opening of each session. Visitors and guests shall be in the Assembly Room and seated prior 
to the opening of each session. 

3. Seats reserved for Delegates may be occupied only by Delegates.  

4. The voting body shall consist of members of the District Board of Directors, all District Nine 
Past Governors who are present, and all duly accredited Delegates. 

5.  All voting members must present their credentials and be properly accredited. 

6.  Only members of the voting body may introduce motions and vote, but all Altrusans shall be 
allowed the privilege of the floor. Precedence shall be accorded to voting members. 

7.  Any member wishing the floor to make a motion or for discussion, shall rise, wait to be 
recognized by the Chair, and then give her name and the name of her Club or office. 

8.  Discussion shall be limited to two minutes for each speaker. No one may speak twice on a 
subject until all who wish to speak have had the opportunity to do so. Precedence shall be 
accorded Delegates. The proponent of a motion may have the privilege of opening and 
closing debate. 

9.  Main motions must be presented to the presiding officer in writing and signed by the 
proponent, if so requested by the presiding officer. Each such motion shall be given to the 
presiding officer before the close of the session in which it is made. A motion may be 
withdrawn while pending if general consent is given. 

10.  All reports are to be in writing and copies are to be distributed to Altrusans registered at the 
Conference. No motion shall be necessary to accept reports of Officers or Committee 
Chairmen. 

11.  A quorum consists of the majority of the members who are entitled to vote at the District 
Conference, and the act of the majority of the members present at a meeting at which a 
quorum is present shall be the act of the members of the District, except for Bylaws changes, 
which require a two-thirds vote. (Art. VI, Section 6, and Art. XVII, Section 1, District Bylaws) 

12.  The printed Conference Program shall be the order of the day for all sessions of the 
Conference, provided, however, that the presiding officer may make changes from time to 
time at her discretion. 

13.  The Parliamentarian shall interpret these rules and advise on Parliamentary Procedure. 

14. These rules may be suspended by a two-thirds vote of the voting body. 

 
 

ELECTION RULES 
DISTRICT BYLAWS 

 
Article VI -- Meetings 
 Section 7.  Members Entitled To Vote 
 Members of International who are members of the District Nine Board of Directors, or 
who are regularly accredited delegates from clubs within District Nine, and Past District Nine 
Governors, shall have one (1) vote on each question to come before the Conference.  No person 
is entitled to more than one (1) vote. 
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Nominees for 2009ï2011 
DISTRICT NINE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
 
 

                 
  Kathy Folley                  LaVone Arthur      Beth McPherson   Laura Trainor 
    Governor      Governor-Elect    First Vice Governor        Second Vice Governor 

folleyk@wilsonart.com       lavone.arthur@baylorhealth.edu   bethelene@tx.rr.com           lauratrainor@verizon.net 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
     Terry Lechler         Cheryl Russell          Sylvia Zamora 
       Treasurer     Director    Director 
 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:folleyk@wilsonart.com
mailto:lavone.arthur@baylorhealth.edu
mailto:bethelene@tx.rr.com
mailto:lauratrainor@verizon.net
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Altrusa International, Inc. 
District Nine 

 

IN MEMORIAM, 2008-2009 
 

Altrusa International, Inc. of Abilene 
Dorris Tull 

 
Altrusa International, Inc. of Arlington 

Martha Sandford-Hawkes 
 

Altrusa International, Inc. Dallas 
Mary Helton 
Ailsa Lewis 

 
Altrusa International, Inc. of Fort Worth 

Marian Hardy 
Joyce Hutton 

Louise McMullen 
Josephine Ramey 

Jimmy Taylor 
 

Altrusa International, Inc. of Greenville 
Ann Bowen 

Donna Maurine Stromberg 
 

Altrusa International, Inc. of Orange 
Myrtle Richardson 

 
Altrusa International, Inc. of San Antonio 
Judge Carol Haberman Knight-Sheen 

 
Altrusa International, Inc. of The Brazos 

Betty McLaughlin 
 

Altrusa International, Inc. of Waco 
Betsy Curry 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Life is eternal and love is immortal. And death is only a horizon and a horizon is 

nothing save the limit of our spirit.  Rossiter Worthington Raymond (1840 – 1918) 
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Our Keynote Speaker é Michael Shoulders  
 
Mike is an author of children’s books and a very 
entertaining and dynamic speaker.  He was the 
keynote speaker at the Altrusa International 
Convention in Orlando in July 2007 and was an 
inspiration to all who heard him speak.   
 
Mike spent his childhood traveling in an army 
family. Military assignments took the family to Fort 
Knox, KY, Fort Chaffee, AR, two visits to 
Germany, and Fort Campbell, KY. Mike graduated 
from Northwest High School (Clarksville, TN) in 
1972 and received a degree in education from 
Austin Peay State University (Clarksville, TN) in 
1976. He taught for 14 years and then worked as 
an instructional supervisor until 2005. Mike earned 

his doctoral degree from Tennessee State University (Nashville, TN) in 2004. 
 
Mike married Debbie Adams in 1974. They have three grown children: Jason, Ryan and 
Meghann. They also have a standard poodle named Hershey! 
 
Mike attended the Governor's Academy for Teachers of Writing in 1995. He was bitten 
by the writing bug and has written for publication ever since! In 1997 he created a 
column called "Story Time" for Tennessee's oldest paper, The Clarksville Leaf-
Chronicle. In that weekly column, Mike reviewed children's literature, with an educator's 
slant. The column continues today, but, because of a demanding traveling schedule, his 
wife took over the column in 2003.  
 

Books: 
 

Say Daddy! 
V is for Volunteer – A Tennessee Alphabet 

N is for Natural State - An Arkansas Alphabet 
Count on Us: A Tennessee Number Book 
M is for Magnolia - A Mississippi Alphabet 

1Mississippi, 2 Mississippi - A Mississippi Number Book 
D is for Drum - A Native American Alphabet 

ABC Book of North American Homes 
(Charlesbridge - Summer, 2008) 

Natural Numbers - An Arkansas Number Book 
(Sleeping Bear Press - Fall, 2008) 
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DISTRICT NINE, ALTRUSA INTERNATIONAL, INC. 

FIFTY-THIRD ANNUAL DISTRICT CONFERENCE 
April 17-19, 2009 

The Shilo Inn, Killeen, Texas 
 

Friday, April 17  

   
Noon – 1:30 p.m. Leadership Luncheon for Past Governors, Current and 

Incoming District Board, International Representative, Current 

and Incoming District Committee Members (by invitation only) 

  Austin/Alamo 

1:30 – 2:00 p.m. 2007-2009 Program Team 

Governor will meet with current program team 

  Austin/Alamo 

1:00 – 6:00 p.m. Registration/Credentials Open   Ballroom Foyer 

   
1:00 – 6:00 p.m. Silent Auction Room Open   San Antonio 

   
1:00 – 4:30 p.m. Exhibit Room Open   Lone Star 

   
2:00 – 4:30 p.m. District Board of Directors Meeting   Dallas 

   
4:30 – 5:30 p.m. First Timers Orientation 

Fun and informative session for members attending their first 

Conference - - hosted by Linda Olivera and Jan Skinner, Altrusa 

International, Inc. of Richardson  

  Lone Star 

   
5:45 – 6:15 p.m. Delegate Briefing 

Club delegates and alternates will be briefed on Conference and 

Election Rules and the Proposed Budget, and introduced to the 2009-

2011 Candidates for the Nominating Committee - - Frances Maloney, 

Acting Parliamentarian; Leslie Thompson, Finance Committee; 

Brenda Tucker, Governor; Beth Miller, Secretary 

  Ballroom  

   
6:15 – 7:00 p.m. Opening Session   Ballroom 

 Presiding …………………………..….Brenda Tucker, Governor  

 Call to Order ………………………….Brenda Tucker, Governor  

 Invocation ………………………………. Laura Trainor, Director  

 Presentation of Colors/Pledges of Allegiance to the American 

& Texas Flags …………………………………  

 

 Introductions ………………….………Brenda Tucker, Governor  

 Welcome from Host Club ………......Ginger Tolbert, President, 

                                         Altrusa International, Inc. of Temple 

 

 Greetings from Host City …………………. Judge Jon Burrows, 

                                         County Judge, Bell County, Texas 

 

 Response ……………………………….. Jodi Picardat, Director  

 Greetings from International ….………………. Doris Kowalski,                   

                       International Director,  Altrusa International, Inc. 
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Friday, April 17 (continued)  

 Greetings from Altrusa International Foundation………………. 

                                       Debbie Mabry, Immediate Past Chair,   

                                                Altrusa International Foundation 

 

 Other Greetings ……..……………………Beth Miller, Secretary  

 Altrusa Accent ……. .Beth McPherson, Second Vice Governor  

 Live Roll Call..….………………………...  Beth Miller, Secretary  

 

 

Preliminary Credentials Report …………..……Lynnae Perdue,  

  Credentials Chair, Altrusa International, Inc. of Nacogdoches 

 

 Preliminary Registration Report ……………… Barbara Pearcy,  

           Registration Chair, Altrusa International, Inc. of Temple 

 

 Ratification of Conference Rules …………....Frances Maloney,  

                                                               Acting Parliamentarian 

 

 Adoption of Conference Program ………………LaVone Arthur,   

                                                                    First Vice Governor 

 

 Proceedings of 2008 Conference..........  Beth Miller, Secretary  

 Announcements ………………...…..…… Mary Black Pearson,                            

….Conference Co-Chair,  Altrusa International, Inc. of Temple 

 

   
7:00 – 7:30 p.m. Cash Bar   Ballroom Foyer 

   
7:30 – 10:00 p.m. Fun Night ï An Anniversary Celebration   Ballroom 

   
Saturday, April 18   

7:30 – 8:45 a.m. 2008-2009 Club Presidentsô Breakfast é. for CURRENT 

Club Presidents, District Board Members and Past Governors 

(by invitation only)  

  Austin/Alamo 

   
7:30 – 8:45 a.m. Breakfast Roundtables   San Antonio 

  Lone Star 

   
7:30 – 8:45 a.m. Registration/Credentials Open   Ballroom Foyer 

   
9:00 a.m. Business Session    Ballroom 

 Presiding ……………………………...Brenda Tucker, Governor  

 Altrusa Collect ….…. Carolyn Rash, Immediate Past Governor  

 Credentials Report …………………………….  Lynnae Perdue,  

  Credentials Chair, Altrusa International, Inc. of Nacogdoches 

 

 Registration Report …..…………………….… Barbara Pearcy,  

           Registration Chair, Altrusa International, Inc. of Temple 

 

 Presentation and Adoption of 2008-2009 Budget ……………… 

                                      Leslie Thompson, Finance Committee 

 

 Report from the Governor …………..Brenda Tucker, Governor  

 Report from International …………………… Doris Kowalski,                      

…………….   .International Director, Altrusa International, Inc.  
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Saturday, April 18 (continued)  

 Rules Governing Elections …………….….. Frances Maloney,   

…………………………………………    Acting Parliamentarian 

Introduction of District Board of Director Candidates ………… 

                        Carolyn Rash, Chair of Nominating Committee 

Introduction of Speaker.... LaVone Arthur, First Vice Governor 

 

 Keynote Address……………………………  Michael Shoulders  

 New Business ………………………  Brenda Tucker, Governor  

 Announcements ………… Linda Moore, Conference Co-Chair, 

                                          Altrusa International, Inc. of Temple 

 

   
11:00 – 11:30 a.m. Voting    Austin 

   
11:00 – 11:45 a.m. Registration/Credentials Open   Ballroom Foyer  

   
Noon – 1:30 p.m. Awards Luncheon   Ballroom 

 Altrusa Grace……………LaVone Arthur, Program Coordinator  

 Lunch  

 Awards Presentation …..LaVone Arthur, Program Coordinator    

  Perfect Attendance Awards ……….. Beth Miller, Secretary  

  Altrusa Foundation …………………………….… Melva Hill,  

                                    Altrusa International Foundation Liaison 

 

  Yearbook Award ………………………... Sharon Tramonte,  

                                                                Yearbook Coordinator 

 

  Newsletter Award … Mimi Tanner, Newsletter Coordinator  

  Special Website Recognition…………..Beth McPherson,  

………………….…    …Communications Committee Chair                                                                    

 

  Joella Terrill Butler Membership Awards …….................... 

                  Kathaleen Bauer, Membership Development Chair                                               

 

  Dr. Nina Fay Calhoun International Relations Awards ……  

                                    Jodi Picardat, Service Committee Chair 

 

  Letha H. Brown/Governors’ Literacy Awards ………………  

                                         Cheryl Russell, Literacy Coordinator 

 

  Edith DeBusk President’s Awards ………….Carolyn Rash, 

                                                          Immediate Past Governor 

 

  Mamie L. Bass Service Awards ……………. Terry Lechler, 

                               Mamie L. Bass Service Award Coordinator 

 

   

1:30 - 1:45 p.m. Business Session    Ballroom 

 Election Results ………………....….. Brenda Tucker, Governor  

 Announcements …………………………. Mary Black Pearson,                            

…. Conference Co-Chair,  Altrusa International, Inc. of Temple 
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AWARDS PRESENTATION
 

Linda Nichols Foundation Contribution Awards 
 
Total Club Contributions 
First Place: ______________________   
Second Place:  ___________________ 
Third Place:  _____________________ 
 

Average Contribution Per Member 
First Place: _______________________ 
Second Place: ____________________ 
Third Place: ______________________

District Nine Awards 
 

Yearbooks 
First Place:  _________________________ 
Second Place: _______________________ 
Third Place: _________________________ 
 
Newsletters 
First Place:  _________________________ 
Second Place: _______________________ 
Third Place: _________________________ 
 
Website Recognition 
___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
 
Joella Terrill Butler Membership Award 
First Place:  _________________________ 
Second Place: _______________________ 
Third Place: _________________________ 
Fourth Place:  _______________________ 

Dr. Nina Fay Calhoun International 
Relations Award 
First Place:  _________________________ 
Second Place: _______________________ 
Third Place: _________________________ 
 
Letha H. Brown/Governor’s Literacy Award 
First Place:  _________________________ 
Second Place: _______________________ 
Third Place: _________________________ 
 
Edith DeBusk President’s Award 
First Place:  _________________________ 
Second Place: _______________________ 
Third Place: _________________________ 
 
Mamie L. Bass Service Award 
First Place:  _________________________ 
Second Place: _______________________ 
Third Place: _________________________ 

 
Under Charter Strength Recognition 
______________________________________ 
 

 
Awards Presented Sunday 

 
Club First Timer Award 
Highest Number: _____________________ 
Highest Percent: _____________________ 
 
First Timer Award  
First Place:  _________________________ 
Second Place: _______________________ 
 
ABC Book Box Recognition 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 

Club Display Award 
First Place:  _________________________ 
Second Place: _______________________ 
Third Place: _________________________ 
 
Helen Hooker Award 
___________________________________ 
 
 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 

 
 
 



  - 20 - 

Saturday, April 18 (continued)  

   
2:00 – 5:00 p.m. Silent Auction Room Open    San Antonio 

   
2:00 – 6:00 p.m. Exhibit Room Open   Lone Star 

   
2:00 – 4:45 p.m. OFFICER/COMMITTEE TRAINING/WORKSHOPS  

  2009-2010 Club Presidentôs Training ï Kathy Folley,  

Governor-elect will meet with incoming club presidents 

  Liberty 

2:00 – 3:45 p.m. OFFICER/COMMITTEE TRAINING/WORKSHOPS  

  Service ï Jodi Picardat and committee will continue their 

step-by-step approach to developing a successful service 

project and a better understanding of the judging criteria for 

Service Award entries.  Participants will get a chance to 

learn about other clubs’ service projects and receive new 

project ideas from fellow Altrusans. 

 Treasurer - Leslie Thompson, Finance Committee, will 

meet with incoming club treasurers to offer tips for holding 

this office, including duties to the club, District, and 

International. 

  Austin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Dallas 

2:00 – 2:45 p.m. OFFICER/COMMITTEE TRAINING/WORKSHOPS  

  President-Elect ï Join 2008 Edith DeBusk President’s 

Award winner Jean Stuart, Altrusa International Inc. of 

Richardson and Beth McPherson in this inaugural session 

designed to help incoming presidents-elect learn how to 

spend the next year preparing to become club president. 

  Bell 

  ñA New Youò ï Sherri Davis and Barbara Chandler of 

Sherriôs The Rosebud will show you how to develop your 

own personal fashion style in tough economic times by 

starting simple .. and then accessorize, accessorize! 

  Alamo 

3:00 – 4:45 p.m. OFFICER/COMMITTEE TRAINING/WORKSHOPS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3:00 – 3:45 p.m. 

 Membership ï Kathaleen Bauer and committee will cover 

the basics of membership … including an Altrusa panel 

discussion on membership strategies that work. 

 Fundraising ï Mary Pearson and Judie Ridley are 

pleased to present Certified Volunteer Administrator, 

speaker and consultant Wendy Biro-Pollard who will share 

tips on planning a successful event when “asking for the 

money”, followed by a panel discussion on what works for 

Altrusans who have asked and received the money! 

OFFICER/COMMITTEE TRAINING/WORKSHOPS 

  Fort Hood 

 

 

  Killeen 

  Communications – Get unique answers to your questions 

about the new Club Communications Award from Beth 

McPherson and committee, including creative ways to keep 

your club members in the loop.  

  Bell 
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Saturday, April 18 (continued)  

4:00 – 4:45 p.m. OFFICER/COMMITTEE TRAINING/WORKSHOPS  

  Secretary ï Beth Miller will meet with incoming club 

secretaries to offer tips for holding this office 

  Bell 

  The ABCs of Sponsoring a New Club ï Join Central 

Texas Altrusans and our affiliate members from Lewisville 

and the Rio Grande Valley Clubs as they share their club 

building techniques and experiences.  Come and meet the 

newest Altrusans. 

  Austin 

  ASTRA ï Kristi Francis, Altrusa International, Inc of 

Downtown Dallas and the officers of the ASTRA Club of 

Parish Episcopal School will give you the how-to’s and what-

to-expect’s of forming an ASTRA club. 

  Alamo 

   
5:00 p.m. Silent Auction Closes   Lone Star 

   
6:00 – 7:00 p.m. Cash Bar   Ballroom Foyer 

   
7:00 – 9:30 p.m. Governorôs Banquet   Ballroom 

 Presiding and Introductions …….……..Brenda Tucker, Governor  

 Invocation ……..…………………...  Kathy Folley, Governor-Elect  

 Dinner  

 Introduction of Speaker ……………..…..  Laura Trainor, Director  

 Address ………………...... Doris Kowalski, International Director, 

                                                               Altrusa International, Inc. 

Installation of Officers …………………….……….. Debbie Mabry, 

                                              Altrusa International, Inc. of Temple 

 

 Announcements …...…....... Linda Moore, Conference Co-Chair, 

                                             Altrusa International, Inc. of Temple 

 

 Altrusa Benediction   

   
 

Sunday, April 19 

 

8:00 a.m. – noon 

 

Silent Auction and Exhibit Rooms Open 

Pick up club displays and auction items 

  Lone Star and    

  San Antonio 

   
8:30 – 11:00 a.m. Closing Session    Ballroom 

 Presiding ……….……………………...  Brenda Tucker, Governor   

 Remembrance …………………………………….…….Beth Miller, 

                                              Altrusa International, Inc. of Pampa 

  

 Devotional ……………….......................................... Bobbi Klein,  

                                       Altrusa International, Inc. of Richardson 

  

 First Timers Awards ….........………………………. Linda Olivera, 

                                       Altrusa International, Inc. of Richardson 

 

  



  - 22 - 

 

Sunday, April 19, 2009  

 

 Helen Hooker Award.................................... Representative from   

                                              Altrusa International, Inc. of Abilene 

 

 Club Display Awards …… Doris Kowalski, International Director, 

                                                               Altrusa International, Inc. 

  

 ABC Book Collection Box Recognition……..Jodi Picardat, Chair, 

                                                                        Service Committee 

 

 Report from International Foundation ………………….Melva Hill, 

                                       Altrusa International Foundation Liaison 

 

 Final Credentials Report ……Lynnae Perdue, Credentials Chair,  

                                    Altrusa International, Inc. of Nacogdoches 

 

 Final Registration Report … Barbara Pearcy, Registration Chair, 

                                             Altrusa International, Inc. of Temple 

 

 International Representative’s Comments ….…  Doris Kowalski, 

                           International Director, Altrusa International, Inc. 

 

 Report of Resolutions Committee …….................... Margot Cox,  

                                  Altrusa International, Inc. of Central Texas           

 

 Conference Service Project Results ……… Mary Black Pearson, 

                                             Altrusa International, Inc. of Temple 

Special Governor’s Award ………….... Brenda Tucker, Governor 

 

 Presentation of 2009–2011 Program Team …. Beth McPherson, 

                                                   2009-2011 Program Coordinator   

Invitation to Bid for 2012 Conference …………. 

 

 Invitation to 2010 Conference ………..  Altrusa International, Inc. 

                                                                                     of Lubbock 

 

 Announcements ….  Mary Black Pearson, Conference Co-Chair, 

                                              Altrusa International, Inc. of Temple 

 

 Altrusa Benediction     

   
NOTE:    Please pick up your exhibits and workshop materials, and pay for your  

                 silent auction items before leaving. 

   
11:30 a.m. Board of Directors Meeting   Dallas 
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Roll Call and Credentials 
(Based on 02-01-09 membership) 

 

 Delegates 
Allowed 

 

Alternates 
Allowed 

 

Friday 
Roll Call 

 

Friday 
Delegates 
Accredited 

 

Friday 
Alternates 
Accredited 

 

Saturday 
Delegates 
Accredited 

 

Saturday 
Alternates 
Accredited 

 

Perfect 
Attendance 

 

District Board of 
Directors 

8        

Past Governors 12        

International 
Representatives 

        

Affiliate Members         

Guests         

         

CLUBS         

Abilene 1 1       

Anderson County 2 2       

Arlington 2 2       

Austin 1 1       

Borger 2 2       

Central Texas 1 1       

Collin County 1 1       

Copperas Cove 2 2       

Dallas 2 2       

Denton 2 2       

DFW 2 2       

Downtown Dallas 3 3       

Fort Worth 3 3       

Garland 2 2       

Greenville 3 3       

Houston 2 2       

Lubbock 2 2       

Lubbock Dawners 2 2       

Nacogdoches 1 1       
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Delegates 
Allowed 

 

Alternates 
Allowed 

 

Friday 
Roll Call 

 

Friday 
Delegates 
Accredited 

 

Friday 
Alternate 

Accredited 
 

Saturday 
Delegates 
Accredited 

 

Saturday 
Alternates 
Accredited 

 

Perfect 
Attendance 

 

North Dallas  1 1       

Orange 1 1       

Pampa 3 3       

Richardson 4 4       

San Antonio 2 2       

Sherman 2 2       

SE Tarrant Co 
Early Risers 

2 2       

SW Dallas County 1 1       

Temple 4 4       

Texarkana 2 2       

The Big Country 1 1       

The Brazos 2 2       

Waco 2 2       

Wichita Falls 1 1       

         

SUBTOTALS 64 64       

         

Past Governors         

Board of Directors         

Total Registered         

Total Present         

Total Entitled to 
Vote 

        

TOTAL ROLL 
CALL 
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2009 CONFERENCE COMMITTEES  

 
 

CONFERENCE CO- CHAIRS Mary Black Pearson (Temple); Linda C. Moore (Temple) 
 

CREDENTIALS Lynnae Perdue, Chair (Nacogdoches); Dorothy Nowlin (Downtown Dallas); 
Shellene Kestner (Nacogdoches); Stephanie Frick (Borger) 

ELECTIONS Terry Gamblin, Chair (Pampa); Karen Rokas (Waco); Carroll Akard (Lubbock 
Dawners) 

REGISTRATION Barbara Pearcy, Chair (Temple); Edith Brown (Temple); Jean Garner (Temple) 

RESOLUTIONS Margot Cox (Central Texas); Beth Miller (Pampa) 

AV & SPEAKERS LIAISON Sharon Tomlinson (Temple) 

CONFERENCE FAVOR Altrusa International, Inc. of Temple 

DECORATIONS Robbie Richey (Temple) 

EXPEDITERS Sandi Wood (Temple) 

FINANCE Janna Bonnett (Temple) 

FIRST TIMERS Linda Olivera (Richardson); Jan Skinner (Richardson) 

HOTEL LIAISON/FOOD Charlene Tapman (Temple) 

FRIDAY NIGHT FUN NIGHT 
POSTERS 

Chris Scherer (Temple) 

GOODIE BAGS Shilo Inn/Sherry Hoffpauir 

EVERYTHING ROOM/DISPLAYS/ 
EXHIBITS/SILENT AUCTION 

Leticia Careveo (Temple); Sylvia Winkler (Temple); Jennifer Richards (Temple) 

MARKETING/PUBLIC 
RELATIONS 

Donna Childress (Temple) 

PRINTING (PROGRAM & 
OTHER) 

LaVone Arthur (Downtown Dallas); Mary Black Pearson (Temple); Jody Askins 
(Temple) 

REMEMBRANCE/MEMORIAL Bobbi Klein (Richardson); Beth Miller (Pampa) 

SERVICE PROJECT Mary Black Pearson (Temple) 

 

 

Special Thanks toé 

 

Sherry Hoffpauir and 

Heather Nance  
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Special Thanks toé 

 

 
           

        

        
 
  

 

 

 

          
    

 

 
 
 

 
 
Wendy Biro - Pollard  
 
Judge Jon Burrows  
 
Cove Printing Signs & Designs  
 
Conn ie Kuehl  
 

Pearson & Pearson  
 
Temple Welding Supply  
 
 
 

Michael 

Shoulders  

Kasberg, 

Patrick & 
Associates  
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Receptions  
 

In Honor of   Time   Room No.  

     
 
 

    

 
 

    

 
 

    

 
 

    

 
 

    

 
 

    

 
 

    

 
 

Notes 
 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

   
 

 


