Add an Altrusan Day
Many clubs have taken advantage of “Add an Altrusan Day” as a fun way to reconnect with current members and to introduce potential members to Altrusa. To some, it is a good excuse to have a party, to others it is a serious event needed to enhance the level of participation within the community. To most it is both. 

Membership in service organizations has been declining for many years. The current world wide economic environment will put additional strain on the resources of individuals as they deal with their own issues. 

However, President Obama is charging each American with the responsibility to give service to our community. Even Starbucks embraced this effort recently by offering a free cup of coffee to each patron who signed a pledge to give five hours of service to their favorite project.

If your club has not yet hosted its “Add an Altrusan Day” event, we encourage you to plan one today and enjoy the benefits of this activity. Here are activities which have been held by a few of our Altrusa Clubs which might be helpful to you in planning your own event:

Richardson Club: Sponsored a happy hour at a Desperados Restaurant. In spite of a pending freezing weather, Altrusans and a prospective member shared Tex-Mex hors d’oeuvres and stimulating conversation.
North Dallas Club: Incorporated their “Add an Altrusan Day” into their annual Chinese New Year Party which included a feast of Chinese food. To celebrate the Year of the Ox, they had a Chinese (White Elephant) gift exchange and handed out red envelopes for luck with scratch off lottery tickets inside. They had four new member prospects attend, two of whom have already asked for a membership application. 

Ft. Worth Club:  Hosted a New Member Reception at a local tea room. They had 10 guests, all of whom are prospective members.

Waco Club: Hosted four prospective members at their dinner/meeting on January 22, 2009. During the pre-dinner time, a video of the club's accomplishments continuously ran to provide an introduction to the service projects and activities of the Waco Club.  During the meeting, committee chairs explained the nature and purpose of their committees.  

Applications for two of the prospective members will be presented for consideration to their February 12 board meeting.

Downtown Dallas Club: In addition to an “Add An Altrusan Day” happy hour, the Downtown Dallas Club has used their annual retreat at Ferndale Club (held the first weekend in February) as an opportunity to invite prospective members to get to know the members in the club. This activity is a relaxing weekend of spending time in the country away from the demands of every day lives. Altrusans let their hair down, no makeup and very casual clothes are encouraged. By the end of this weekend (which includes walks in the country; a good old fashioned bon fire; good food; naps and lots of talking.) a future Altrusan already feels like she is part of the club. 
Lewisville (a forming club): Celebrated “Add an Altrusan Day” during its January meeting by concentrating on its February meeting ... and planning a membership drive. On Feb. 5, their guest speaker will talk about women's heart health. They are inviting potential members. Their goal is to reach charter strength.
If your club has not yet hosted your “Add an Altrusan Day” event…start planning today. 
Here is a brief summary of Temple’s Add an Altrusan event.  Please feel free to contact me if you’d like further information!

 

What:  Show Off Altrusa!

When:  originally scheduled for Tuesday, January 27, but postponed to Tuesday, February 3 due to icy roads.

Duration:  6pm-7:30pm

Where:  Woodbridge Clubhouse, Temple

 

Attendees:  12 Altrusans and 4 guests

 

Summary:   We organized the event around a dessert contest.  Members were asked to “show off” their skills and bring a homemade dessert to share.  Membership committee provided coffee, punch, and a selection of dessert wines.  Our guests were appointed the judges of the contest and were given the opportunity to taste everything first.  They were given a ballot and asked to vote for 1. Best Chocolate, 2. Best non-chocolate, 3. Best Presentation, 4. Most Unique, and 5. Best Overall Dessert.  The contest gave us a nice forum for relaxed conversation and good-humored bribing of the judges.  It certainly made everyone feel part of the group immediately!

 

After the judges marked their ballots, everyone was asked to fill a plate with the delicious desserts and find a seat for a presentation about Altrusa International in general, and the Temple club specifically.  Our current president, Ginger Tolbert, welcomed everyone and gave an overview of the club and service activities.  Membership chair Elizabeth Tanaka provided more specific information regarding the club and membership and opened the floor for questions.  Our guests had great questions and several current members were able to share Altrusa experiences in the course of their answers.  Posters with information regarding individual service projects were on display and guests were encouraged to browse and ask additional questions.

 

The evening wrapped up with the judges presenting their choices and prizes being awarded to the winners.  We received good comments and feedback from our guests, and we expect to see all of them at regular meetings in the very near future!
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Elizabeth Tanaka
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