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District Conference is wonderful place to learn about Altrusa.  
Workshops are held to train incoming officers and committee 
chairs and there will be workshops for personal growth, and to 
make your club even better.  Take a look at what is on the schedule, 
and then clear your schedule so that you can join us in Dallas April 
1 – 3! 

Summary of Conference Schedule 
 

Friday, April 1, 2005 

11:30 a.m. Meeting of 2005-2007 Program Team. 

Noon Luncheon for Past Governors and members of 
the District Board and District Committees (by 
invitation only). 

1 – 5:30 p.m. Registration/Credentials. 

Attendees will register and delegates/alternates will 
receive voting credentials. 

2 – 4 p.m. Pre-Conference Board Meeting. 

6 p.m. Delegate Briefing. 

Club Delegates/Alternates will be briefed on Confer-
ence and Elections Rules, Proposed Budget and will 
be introduced to the Candidates for office for 2005-
2007. 

6:30 p.m. Opening Session. 

All Conference attendees will gather for the beginning 
of Conference. Roll Call will be taken, Credentials 
presented, and greetings given. 

8 p.m. Fun Night. 

Meal and Fun—enjoy music from The Cat Daddies—
wear your best ’60s garb. 

9:55 p.m. First Timers. 

For those who are attending conference for the first 
time, a special session is held just for you! Don’t miss 
it! 

 

Saturday, April 2, 2005 
7:30 – 8:45 a.m. Club Presidents’ Breakfast 

For the presidents of clubs for 2004-2005—meet and 
have breakfast with the Governor. 

All-Conference Breakfast in the Atrium for every-
one else. 

9 a.m.  Business Session 

Hear reports, adopt the budget, and meet the candi-
dates for office. This year’s keynote speaker is Colleen 
Rickenbacher—her leadership emphasis is a speech 
you won’t want to miss.  Colleen is also going to give 
a workshop on Business Behavior in the afternoon. 

11:30 a.m. Voting – Election of officers for 2005-2007. 

Noon Awards Lunch 

This is where Altrusa comes alive with the presenta-
tion of club awards for the 2003-2004 club year. 

2 – 5 p.m. Workshops 

Presidents – all incoming presidents will meet with 
Carolyn Rash for training from 2:00-5:00. 

All other workshops are 50 minutes long: 

2 – 2:50 p.m., 3 – 3:50 p.m., 4 – 4:50 

Treasurers – incoming treasurers will meet with 
Stephanie Frick, District Treasurer, and Linda Nich-
ols, past treasurer of Altrusa International Founda-
tion.  Attendees will learn about the job of treasurer 
and will gain information on forming a foundation. 

Secretaries – incoming secretaries will meet with 
LaVone Arthur, District Secretary, for tips and guide-
lines for holding the office of club secretary. 

ASTRA – Learn how to build and maintain an AS-
TRA club in your community. 

Fundraising – Attend a panel discussion on success-
ful club fundraising. 

Membership I – Sponsorship – Can You Dig It?  
Do you know what being a sponsor involves?  Let 
Mary and Melva teach you the importance of being a 
good sponsor. 

Membership II – Altrusa – Just a Bag of M&Ms – 
learn about the importance of diversity in Altrusa. 

Service – the District Service Committee will give 
you ideas for service projects. 

Public Relations – Jeff Crilley, Fox News reporter 
from Dallas, will give his workshop twice.  He will 
teach you how to get free publicity for your club!  
This is a great opportunity to hear a professional give 
you tips for getting the word out about Altrusa and 
your club. 

Communications – this workshop is to help you 
learn about yearbooks, newsletters, and interclub 
communications. 

Stress Relief – Karen Hollie has agreed to teach her 
Stress Dance to those who missed the Fall Event and 
those who need some relief from the stress in their 
lives.  This is a great workshop – informative and fun 

Be on Your Best Business Behavior – Colleen 
Rickenbacher will give her workshop twice.  She will 
teach you proper business etiquette to eliminate em-
barrassment for you or those you’re with.  She is a 
dynamic speaker! 

 

Ready for Conference? Here’s What to Expect 
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A  member of Altrusa International Inc. of Enterprise, Ala-
bama, since 1980, Judy S. Atkinson was installed as In-
ternational President at the 2003 Pittsburgh Convention. 

Judy was elected as International Second Vice President at the 
1999 Seattle Convention and served as a member of the Execu-
tive Committee and International Finance Committee in 1999-
2001.  She was elected as Altrusa International’s President-Elect 
at the 2001 Dallas International Convention.  Judy was appointed 
as Chair of the Task force on New Board Structure and served as 
the Association Representative to the International Foundation 
Board of Trustees for 2001-2003. 

She served on the District Four Board as Director in 1993-
1995 and as Governor-Elect in 1995-1997 and Governor of the 
District in 1997-1999.  She served as President of her Altrusa 
club in 1989-1991 and as club ASTRA Advisor from 1986-1992. 

Judy is a licensed insurance agent and has been in that business 
for 27 years. She is also a certified State Farm Bank Agent. 

Over the years, Judy has worked with various civic projects.  
She enjoys working with young people through the National Pea-
nut Festival Association and Alabama High School Rodeo.  She is 
a member of the First Baptist Church of Enterprise. 

A native of Buie’s Creek, North Carolina, Judy has lived in 
Enterprise for the past 30 years.  Married to Gordon Atkinson of 
Dothan, Alabama, for 38 years, Judy has three daughters, all of 
whom were ASTRA members and one is now an Altrusa club 
president. 

Judy enjoys teaching her grandchildren, a granddaughter and 
three grandsons how to ride, care for and show quarter horses.  
Her other hobbies include traveling, beach activities, and reading. 

 

International President to Visit Dallas Conference 

Altrusa International President Judy S. Atkinson of Enter-
prise, Alabama, will be our special honored guest at Con-
ference. 

How to Host a District Event – A repeat of 
the workshop from last year – if your club is 
considering bidding for conference in the future, 
this workshop is for you! 

5:15 p.m. Meet the incoming program team as Carolyn 
Rash introduces her goals for the upcoming Bi-
ennium during the Program Presentation. 

6 – 7:45 p.m. Attend receptions around the hotel between the 
meeting and dinner. 

8 p.m. Governor’s Banquet.  

 At dinner, Carolyn Rash will be installed as Gov-
ernor for 2005-2007.  International President 
Judy Atkinson will speak and club presidents will 
be presented.  It will be a grand event so you 
won’t want to miss it!  (If you have special die-
tary needs, be sure to indicate that on your regis-
tration form!!) 

Sunday, April 3 
9 a.m.   Memorial Service/Success Stories. 

We will remember those Altrusans who have 
passed away since last Conference with a moving 
memorial service. 

 Then, we will hear success stories from the clubs 
who won first place at Saturday’s luncheon. They 
will share how they did it. 

11:30 a.m. It’s over! 

11:45 a.m. Board Meeting. 

 

Come to Dallas April 1-3 for a good time and a great learning ex-
perience!  See you there! 

What to Expect, continued ... 
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NEWS OF MIGHTY  NINTH   
is published quarterly, in June, September,  
December, and March. Please send club and  
district news to:  

Beth McPherson 
1515 Springtree Circle 
Richardson, TX 75082  
peteyandpolly@comcast.net 

 

District Nine clubs are encouraged to submit service projects, literacy pro-
jects, and international relations projects to the appropriate committee 
chairmen by the end of the Altrusa year, May 31, 2005.  The entries will be 
judged and awards presented at the 2006 Conference in Fort Worth.  Sub-
mitting projects gives Altrusans an opportunity to share ideas that may be 
used by other clubs. 

 

A Club Activity Report needs to be submitted by each club. This report 
summarizes the many contributions that a club has made throughout the 
year; it can also be used to plan for next year. Send the completed Club 
Activity Report to: 

Kathy Folley, 2005-2007 Program Coordinator 

3613 Windmill Hill 

Waco, TX 76710 

Deadline: May 31, 2005 

 

Distinguished Club Awards have been granted to several District Nine 
clubs.  To continue this tradition, send a copy of the Club Activity Report 
to International to be considered a Distinguished Club: 

Altrusa International 

332 South Michigan Ave., Suite 1223 

Chicago, IL 60604 

Deadline: May 31, 2005  

 

Mamie L. Bass Service Awards are given for outstanding community 
service project. Winners of the District Awards are submitted to Interna-
tional for competition.  International has sent to club presidents the appli-
cation for this award; the application form is also included in the District 
Nine President’s notebook. Please send your entry to: 

Evie Miller, 2005-2007 Mamie L. Bass Coordinator 

14584 Whitman Ct. 

Addison, TX  75001-7979 

Deadline: June 1, 2005 

 

Letha H. Brown/Governor’s Literacy Awards are given to outstanding 
literacy projects.  Winners of the District Awards are submitted to Interna-
tional for competition.  The Letha H. Brown application form is sent to 
club presidents by International and is also included in their District note-
book. Please send entries to: 

Lois Durant, 2005-2007 Literacy Coordinator 

209 Ludolph St 

Palestine, TX 75803 

Deadline: June 1, 2005 

 

Dr. Nina Fay Calhoun International Relations Award, which origi-
nated in District Nine, is given for projects and programs in international 
relations.  The entry form is included in the District Nine President’s note-
book. Please send entries to: 

Sharron Vance, 2005-2007 International Relations Coordinator 

718 Pebblecreek Dr 

Garland, TX 75040 

Deadline: June 1, 2005 

 

Edith DeBusk President’s Award recognizes club presidents and the 
leadership they provide during their term of office.  Entry is a copy of the 
annual report the president gives to the club each May and a copy of the 
Club Activity Report.  Presidents send entries to: 

Martha Hardwick Hofmeister, Immediate Past Governor 

4112 Lovers Lane 

Dallas Texas 75225 

Deadline: June 1, 2005 

 

Yearbook Competition recognizes outstanding club yearbooks.  Three 
copies are sent to the Coordinator: 

Chris Tolbert, 2005-2007 Yearbook Coordinator 

PO Box 547 

Little River, TX 76554 

Deadline: June 1. 2005 

 

For Newsletter Competition, a club notifies the Newsletter Coordinator 
at the beginning of the year that it wants to be considered for judging.  
Then a copy of each issue of the newsletter is sent to the coordinator as 
well as other members of the Communications Committee.  (Copies may 
be sent monthly, quarterly, twice a year, or once a year, which ever works 
best for the budget.)  Our Newsletter Coordinator is: 

DeLynn Gordzelik, 2005-2007 Newsletter Coordinator 

1824 Christine 

Pampa, TX 79065 

Deadline: June 1. 2005 

 

Perfect Attendance Awards are given to members whose names have 
been submitted to the District Secretary for perfect attendance.  The Dis-
trict Secretary is: 

Beth McPherson, 2005-2007 Secretary 

1515 Springtree Circle 

Richardson, TX  75082 

Deadline: July 1, 2005 

awards and reports deadlines for 2004-05 club year 
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A ltrusa Digs Dallas! And if you ever have the chance to tour 
the Texas Scottish Rite Hospital for Children, you will dig 
it, too!  Our service project at the 

2005 District Nine Conference is to collect 
new stuffed animals and books for the chil-
dren at TSRHC. 

The conference host committee has been 
touched by the response to the announce-
ment of TSRHC as the service project.  For 
example, Jane Reed of The Big Country 
club said that she knows of the wonderful 
work the Hospital does.  She and her 
brother were patients there in 1947.   Jane 
continues: “It was like a second home and 
full of love from doctors and nurses alike.  
The surgeries are a vague memory, because 
the time spent there was full of friendships 
and activities.  I would never have walked 
without Scottish Rite Hospital, and I will 
always remember those first steps.” 

The Hospital is located in Dallas and 
provides ongoing care each year to over 14,000 children from all 
over the State of Texas.  Patients range in age from birth to eight-
een years.  Many of the patients have orthopedic needs and most 
are treated on an outpatient basis.  Scottish Rite is a non-profit or-
ganization that treats patients at no charge to the patients or to in-
surance companies.   

Texas Scottish Rite Hospital for Children opened its doors to the 
children of Texas in 1921, when a Dallas orthopedic surgeon recog-
nized a growing need to provide superior medical care—regardless 
of a family’s ability to pay. Supported solely through private dona-
tions, TSRHC has emerged as one of the nation’s leading medical 
centers for the treatment of pediatric orthopedic conditions, certain 
related neurological disorders, dyslexia and other learning disorders. 

Through the Hospital’s commitment to research and study, medi-
cal breakthroughs and new technologies have dramatically impacted 
the lives of more than 140,000 children, not only in Texas, but 
throughout the world.   

Ninety percent of TSRHC’s patients are treated for orthopedic 
problems such as scoliosis, orthopedic complications of cerebral 
palsy and muscular dystrophy, limb-length discrepancies, and hand 
anomalies.  TSRHC treats more than 800 spina bifida patients an-
nually and cares for more children with scoliosis, arthritis and cere-
bral palsy than any other hospital in the Southwest. 

Jo Ann Weinkauf of the Abilene Club says: “I am so excited that 
our project is going to such a worthwhile project.  We have first-
hand knowledge of how great Scottish Rite is.” 

Jo Ann has two grandchildren who are patients of the Hospital.  
Ryley had nine hours of back surgery last July, and Kelsey, the old-

est, is scheduled for extensive arm surgery 
early this year.  Jo Ann wishes everyone could 
have the chance to visit TSRHC and see the 
wonderful things they do at no charge to the 
families. 

The child development division of the Hospi-
tal provides diagnostic and educational ser-
vices for children with possible learning dif-
ferences.  The skill of reading is essential for 
the development of young minds, and this 
skill becomes an attainable reality for thou-
sands of children with dyslexia annually, 
thanks to public school teachers whom 
TSRHC has trained to become dyslexia spe-
cialists. 

Sharron Vance of the NE Dallas County club 
has volunteered at TSRHC for 10 years, and 
her club has an ongoing Make-a-Difference 
project wherein they donate their gently used 

magazines to be placed in the waiting areas. 

Sharron feels lucky to never have had to use the Hospital’s facili-
ties, but, “a trip there will make any parents realize how very, very 
lucky they are if their children have no problems.  But if they do, 
they work wonders there.”  She said, “I feel deeply about this place 
and can probably take up more time than anyone has to listen talk-
ing about it.  You could not have picked a better project in my 
opinion.  Kudos to whoever came up with it.” 

Do you remember the mountain of toys Altrusans donated to 
Bear the Burden at the 2003 Conference? There were over 450 crit-
ters!  Let’s see if we can set a new record! 

Please bring your stuffed animals and books to the Everything 
Room on the first floor of the hotel.  If you cannot make it to con-
ference, just send your gifts with the lucky Altrusans who will be 
there.  Another way to help is to send checks (payable to Texas 
Scottish Rite Hospital for Childern) to: 

Scottish Rite c/o Karen Wise 

2522 Brooke Trail 

Carrollton, TX 75006 

 

For more information about Texas Scottish Rite Hospital for 
Children, see www.tsrhc.org. 

Scottish Rite Hospital Chosen as Worthy Cause 
conference service project 
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NEW MEMBERS IN DISTRICT NINE 
as of February 19, 2005 

Club New Member Sponsor 
Abilene Betty Hunt Barbara Pollack  
Anderson Co Shirley Williamson Letha King 
 Lynn Palmer-Standley Maxine Barnette 
 Sue Sessions Dell Cherry 
 Kim Dickson Dell Cherry 
 Shirley Wedgeworth Lola Putnam 
 April Johnston Letha King 
Austin Elizabeth Dickenson Brenda Reeves 
Borger Jan Bradstreet Wanda Guinn 
 Mary Lou Earnest Carol Ann Herbst 
 Theresa Whittington Hazel Whittington 
 Jackie Whatley June Voigt 
 Paula Newton Jana Pronger 
The Brazos Shirley Langston Susan Duevy 
 Cindy Lawrence Edith Brown 
 Sandi Jones Terry Lechler 
 Phyllis Pruett Terry Lechler 
 Lori Southern Terry Lechler 
 Susan Ann Wright Dr. Anita Sheguit 
 Penny White Patty Wendt 
Collin County Marie Peri Ruth Friend 
Copperas Cove Barbara Schwab Diane Payne 
Dallas Latricia Stein Lana Ford-Carpenter 
 Phyllis Newman Sidelle Illion 
 Suzanne Anderson Lana Ford-Carpenter 
 Constance Blaylock Lili Feingold 
 Clare Fisher Lana Ford-Carpenter 
 Heidi Heck Paula Amschler 
 Fran Callaghan Paula Jo Amschler 
DFW Cindy Kolster Linda Pavona 
 Debbie Roe Carl Roe 
 Beth Wimberley Fran Waldman 
 Mary Lou Delehart Susan Richardson 
 Sandra Ramon Trisha Murphy Rae 
 Pam Rentschler Susan Richardson 
 Vickie Krouse Brenda Jackson 
 Debra Watt Amy Mahoney 
 Juda York Brenda Jackson 
 Kathleen Rynearson Linda Hurt 
 Maryann Alexander Audrey Baker 
DT Dallas Rosanne Messineo Mills Martha H. Hofmeister 
 Maricela Siewczynski Cara Lynn  
 Charo Costello Niki Payne 
 Gretchen Rollins Martha H. Hofmeister 
 Amy Henika Michelle Alden 
 April Burke Michelle Alden 
 Kathy Murphy Judy Porter 
 Sherry Wood Dabney Jungerman  
 Mary Swift Beverly Miles 
 

Club New Member Sponsor 
Fort Worth Brenda Barnes Norma Ritchson 
 Sandra Christian LaVerne Henry 
 Marjorie Burks  
 Betty Rumbo  
Garland Patty Lucas Laura Trainor 
 Sherry Abbott Mary Standfield 
 Kim Coker Brenda Monroe 
 Valerie McMahan Carolyn McCullough 
 Carol McCreanor Lou Johnson 
 Diane Hinojoza Jean Morris 
 Karen Fazeli Melva Hill 
 Lillie Broome Brenda Monroe 
 Jana Bird Mary Joplin 
 Sandra Stevens Janet Black 
Houston Beth McCracken Leola Herron 
Lbb Dawners Diane Cole Jane Dever  
 Gretchen Gurtler Catrenaia Williamson 
 Sherry Hagmann Jo Henderson 
 Kimberlee Gregorcyk Jo Henderson 
 Vicki Cecalupo Lucy Brown 
Lufkin Jane Mason Clarkie Mae Brown 
Midland Linda Melson Jean Reid 
 Jennifer Sosa Linda Melson 
Nacogdoches Irene Rogers Martha Gilbreath 
 Dianne Wisener LaQuita Allen 
Pampa DiDi Houghton Kerrick Horton 
 Sandra McKinney Beth Miller 
 Stephanie Jones Billie Sue Evans 
 Lesley Gershmel Rochelle Lacy 
Richardson Ann Potticary Brenda Boston 
 Betty Daigle Nancy Rohm 
 Cindy Martin Kay Rose George 
 Jane Cottingham Freda Hanley 
 Susan York Kay Rose George 
 Kathryn Starnes Freda Hanley 
SETCER Rosalind Middlebrook-Gill  
Sherman Caroline Smithee-Blair Margaret Hill 
 Tammy Rogue Margaret Hill 
 Jaquita Albin Sarah Hagberg 
SW Dallas Co Wanda Mays Shirley Robinson 
Temple Kathe Devay  
 Betty Sodek Sylvia Winkler 
 Hilaria Woodrum  
 Alyson Cron Elizabeth Tanaka 
 Lesa Wikerson Lisa Joy 
Texarkana Patricia Weldon Beverly Ross 
 Kelli Wilson Donna Burnett 
 Melanie Thornton Jan Lavender 
Wichita Falls Jenny Duncan Magaly Rincon-Zachary 
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District Calendar 
As soon as possible: Send information 

concerning your club's donation(s) to the 
Conference Silent Auction (to benefit the 
International Foundation) to Michelle May 
(michelle@themayfirm.com); send your 
Sunday morning prayer requests to 
Brenda Tucker or Gov. Martha. 

First Meeting In March—Elect officers 
for next club year. 

March 1, 2005—Deadline to send Mary 
Elizabeth Anderson the memorial form and 
regarding deceased members and photos 
of same.  

March 1, 2005—Last day to avoid late 
fee for District Conference registrations 
(registration form attached).  

March 15, 2005—Conference delegate 
and alternate names due to Paula Jo Am-
schler (pamschle@oc.com) 

March 31, 2005—Roster of Club Offi-
cers Form due to International Office.  

April 1-3, 2005: District Conference in 
Dallas 


